In order to maximize the use of the Academy’s career materials you received – here are a few suggestions:
I.  Public Service Announcements (PSAs):  if you are holding an open house or are participating in a career day, you might be able to get a radio station and/or TV station to air a PSA about the event.

     A.
The Procedure for Broadcast:

First call the TV and radio stations and ask for the public service announcement director or community events person:

· Ask the PSA director or community events director, for their procedure for submitting a PSA or community event notice

· Tell  them you have a :30 and a :15 announcement (you can change *the copy to accommodate your needs – but be sure it is the no longer than :15 or :30 and includes a phone number or web address)
· For TV, tell them it’s not a video PSA, but that you would like them to list the announcement on their community events listings and/or on their website

· Radio and TV PSA directors will need *the copy one to two months before an event, but  (be sure to ask when you call about their procedures for submitting the PSA)
     B.   The Procedure for Print Publications:

· You can also send *the copy to your local community newspapers for their event listings as well as the larger papers in your town (call to check on procedure)

· Monthly magazines usually need copy two to three months before an event (but call to check on procedure)

    C.
*The Copy:


:30 PSA for Radio 

Imagine helping a child run again. Orthotists and prosthetists are professionals who 
design and fit orthopedic braces and artificial limbs - keeping people on their feet.  And, 
O&P is a career so in demand, virtually every student is employed as soon as they 
graduate.  To learn more about the field, come to an open house this (day) at (time) 
at (address, in city), or call (phone number/or visit [website]).  Imagine making a 

career out of making a difference.

:15 PSA for TV and Radio – Community Events Listing:

Imagine helping a child run again or a veteran walk again. For information on careers in 
orthotics and prosthetics, visit the (facility name) for an open house this (day) at (time) 

at (address, in city). Or, call (phone number/or visit [website]).
         Example of Copy for Print Pubications:


If working with your hands and people interests you, a profession as an orthotist or 

prosthetist, designing and fitting orthopedic braces and artificial limbs may be right for 

you.  Learn more about the field at the (school name) career day on (Day, 

date) at (time) at (address, in city).  Call (phone number and/or visit [website]) 

for more information.
D.     The Event: 

On the night of your event, have a continuous running of The Sky’s the Limit DVD on a                                TV monitor at the event location, have the career booklet on hand and make multiple copies of the two fact sheets in your packet to hand-out. Be sure to have a brochure or flier about your facility available as well. 

Try to survey how people heard about the event so you know what method worked best for you.  Be prepared to tell guests how rewarding the career is to you – with examples of your successes.  Real-life success stories are always received well. 
II.  Partner with Community Colleges & High Schools:  If you live near community colleges or high schools, give the career counseling or health science departments a call.  Let them know that you would like to address a group of students who are searching for career direction.  You may consider targeting students taking anatomy, physiology, athletic training, health science, engineering or math classes. Tell the school that you want to show a DVD and that you have printed material you would like to hand out.  
III.  Partner with Higher Education Colleges:  If you live near one of the O&P schools, give them a call to see what they’re doing to promote their program and the profession.  These schools have also received this material and together you can brainstorm about reaching more people about the field.
IV.  Partner with Local Hospitals:  We know that many professionals in related medical fields are often interested in O&P.  Call your local hospitals to see who you should talk to about planning an event for nurses, physical therapists, occupational therapists, technicians, etc.  When you arrange a day – remember to let them know you want to show a DVD, so they have the proper equipment ready for you. Then bring the video, copies of the fact sheets to hand-out and be prepared to give your personal accounts and rewards of working in the field.
V.  Think about Holidays:  With the war in Iraq and Afghanistan still underway, service men and women are coming home with lost limbs.  Think about approaching community newspapers and magazines a month before Veterans Day and Memorial Day to see if they want to do a story about the field.  Be prepared to give them warm-hearted stories about successes in your practice and find out in advance if those ‘successes’ are willing to speak to the media and be photographed.
VI.  Materials and Documentation:  Email careers@oandp.org to request additional copies of the career booklet to have on hand. Please do so at least two weeks in advance of your event to allow plenty of time for processing your request. 

Download the student surveys under the Career Information section of www.opcareers.org. Have the students complete the surveys and send them in bulk back to the Academy. 

Take photos and get quotes from attendees. Be sure to have them sign a photo release that includes their use by the Academy. Incorporate these into a monthly newsletter for your patients and share them with the Academy for use in our marketing materials to show the grant dollars at work.
